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1
MULTI-STAGE AMPLIFIER WITH PULSE
WIDTH MODULATION (PWM) NOISE
SHAPING

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/446,047, entitled “MULTI-STAGE AMPLI-
FIER WITH PULSE WIDTH MODULATION (PWM)
NOISE SHAPING,” filed Apr. 13, 2012, the entirety of which
is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

Pulse-width-modulation (PWM) amplifiers, also known as
Class-D amplifiers, are a type of amplifier known for their
relatively high efficiency in a variety of applications, e.g.,
amplification of an audio signal. Output stage power devices
(typically metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistors,
or MOSFETs) in a Class-D amplifier are operated as binary
switches, i.e., they are either on or off.

Ina Class D amplifier, ideally there are no switching losses,
and the switches either have voltage across them but no cur-
rent flow through them, or current flow through them but no
voltage across them. Thus, ideally no heat is dissipated, and
all of the power supplied to the Class D amplifier is delivered
to the load, yielding theoretical power efficiency of 100%. In
practice, non-ideal switching reduces the amplifier’s effi-
ciency.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following will be apparent from elements of the fig-
ures, which are provided for illustrative purposes and are not
necessarily to scale.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a two-stage amplifier in
accordance with some embodiments of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an n-stage amplifier in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This description of certain exemplary embodiments is
intended to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings, which are to be considered part of the entire written
description. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and the
like, such as “connected” and “‘interconnected,” refer to a
relationship wherein structures are secured or attached to one
another either directly or indirectly through intervening struc-
tures, as well as both movable or rigid attachments or rela-
tionships, unless expressly described otherwise. Likewise,
terms concerning electrical coupling and the like, such as
“coupled,” “connected” and “interconnected,” refer to a rela-
tionship wherein structures communicate with one another
either directly or indirectly through intervening structures
unless expressly described otherwise.

FIG.11s ablock diagram in accordance with some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. A two-stage Class-D ampli-
fier 100 provides lower noise and lower total harmonic dis-
tortion (THD) than has been available with prior single-stage
amplification techniques. The PWM quantization error from
a first stage is extracted, gained up, filtered, and provided as
input to a second PWM stage that provides second-order
PWM noise shaping. When the outputs of the first and second
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2

stages are combined, the linearity of Class-D amplifier 100 is
higher than for a single-stage amplifier.

The first amplifier stage is configured to amplify an analog
input signal x(z) in the analog and digital domains using a
digital pulse width modulation (PWM) generator 110 (re-
ferred to herein as PWM 110), to provide a first stage output
y,(z) for coupling to aload 170. The notations “x(z)”, “y,(z)”,
and the like indicate signal representations in the z-transform
domain. In the first stage, input audio signal x(z) is provided
to a first input of a differential analog to digital converter
(ADC) 102. A second input to ADC 102 is described further
below. The resulting digital signal 104 is processed by a
digital low pass filter (LPF) 106 having a transfer function
H(z). In the discussion herein, filters are sometimes referred
to by their transfer functions for notational convenience
where such transfer functions are denoted uniquely. The sig-
nal 108 outputted by filter 106 is processed by PWM 110,
which is a device that generates a binary series of pulses
having a duty cycle proportional to the instantaneous value of
signal 108. The PWM carrier frequency may be denoted f...
The binary pulse series generated by PWM 110 is amplified at
switching module 122. For example, a pre-driver circuit 124
may be coupled to gates of PMOS transistor M1 and NMOS
transistor M2 that are configured in a single-ended, half-
bridge switching configuration. In other embodiments, a dif-
ferential H-bridge switching configuration may be used.
Transistors M1 and M2 provide amplified analog signal y, (z).
Signal y, (z) is fed back to a passive analog low pass filter 114
having transfer function B(z). LPF 114 includes resistor 118
and capacitor 116. LPF 114 provides signal 115 to the second
input of ADC 102.

The quantization error associated with PWM 110 is iso-
lated by subtracting between the input and output of PWM
110 at module 112 (i.e., subtracting the input of PWM 110
from the output of PWM 110, or vice-versa). Module 112
may be an adder that applies a gain of -1 to one of its inputs.
Thus, PWM quantization noise of PWM 110 is extracted in
the digital domain. Although FIG. 1 shows the input to PWM
110 being subtracted from the output of PWM 110, the order
of subtraction may be reversed, as one of ordinary skill in the
art will understand. The PWM error signal 128 is passed to the
second stage of amplifier 100 for second-order spectral shap-
ing and diminution. Spectral shaping may allow PWM noise
to be moved out of the audio band of interest, e.g., to a
frequency band inaudible to the human ear.

PWM error 128 undergoes amplification by a factor ofk at
gain module 130. The second amplifier stage is configured to
spectrally shape and attenuate the amplified quantization
error of the PWM generator 110 using another PWM genera-
tor 144, to provide a second stage output for coupling to load
170. At the second stage, the output signal 131 of gain module
130 is filtered at digital filter 140, which may be a high pass
filter having a transfer function denoted PTF(z) (PTF stands
for “PWM transfer function”). For example, PTF(z) may
satisty PTF(z)=1(1+H(z)B(z)). After processing at adder 142,
signal 143 is processed by PWM 144, which has a carrier
frequency k times the carrier frequency of PWM 110 (i.e., the
carrier frequency of PWM 144 is k*f ). Adder 142 has first
and second inputs. The first input is provided by filter 140.
The second input is a feedback signal based on signal y,(z),
which is an output of the second amplifier stage. As used
herein, “*” denotes multiplication. Filter 148 spectrally
shapes the quantization error of PWM 144. The resulting
binary pulse series is amplified by switching at switching
module 152, which includes pre-driver 154 and transistors
M3 and M4 in a configuration similar to switching module
122. Switching module 152 provides amplified analog signal
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y5(2). Signals y,(z) and y,(z), which are intermediate output
signals of the first and second stages, respectively, are passed
to a differential load 170 (e.g., a loudspeaker), which gener-
ates an analog output signal y(z). Signal y,(z) is converted to
digital at ADC 160, and the result is subtracted at adder 146
from the input 143 to PWM 144. One of ordinary skill will
understand that the order of subtraction may be reversed here.
The output of adder 146 is filtered at digital filter 148. Filter
148 may have a transfer function H,(z)=z"1(2-z""), with the
following result for y(z):

V(@) =H(@)x(2)/(1+H(2)B(2)+H(z)q(z) 1-z" Y /(1+H(z)
B> ()12,

where q(z) is the quantization error of ADC 102 and p,(z)
is the quantization error of PWM 144. The denominator “k” in
the third summand of the preceding equation corresponds to
diminution of error associated with PWM 144 by a factor of
k, and the term (1-z')* corresponds to spectral shaping of
that PWM error.

The following example transfer functions for filters 106
and 114 may be used, with notation indicating representation
in the Laplace transform domain: H(s)=G,*(s+z,)/(s+p,),
and B(s)=G,/(s+p,), where p, and p, are poles, and z, is a
zero, of the respective filters, and G, and G, are positive real
numbers (e.g., G,;=1000 and G,=0.5) corresponding to DC
gains.

The use of a carrier frequency k*f, for PWM 144 (rather
than £, as with PWM 110) is equivalent to digitally scaling
down signal y,(z) by a factor of k (i.e., gain scaling) but
eliminates the need for an analog divider, reducing complex-
ity and cost and increasing practicability of implementation.
The factor k may be arbitrary, and there are k effective signal
levels at the output y. In some embodiments, k is an integer
power of two, which may simplify system design and pro-
cessing. Prior amplification methods cannot provide an arbi-
trary number of effective levels at the output. For example, a
2-level quantizer is described at Forejt et al., “A 700+-mW
Class D Design with Direct Battery Hookup in a 90-nm
Process,” JISSC, September 2005, and a 3-level quantizer is
described at Matamura et al., “Filterless Multi-Level Delta-
Sigma Class-D Amplifier for Portable Applications,” 2009
ISCAS, but embodiments of the present disclosure enable any
number of quantization levels.

When the outputs y,(z) and y,(z) of the first and second
stages, respectively, of amplifier 100 are combined, the lin-
earity of the amplifier is improved compared to a single-stage
amplifier. Conventional methods employing single PWM
stages are limited in achievable resolution. Thus, the topology
of FIG. 1 provides higher effective resolution than can be
achieved by an equivalent single-stage architecture. Feed-
back is included at the first and second stages to correct for
analog errors, e.g., power supply noise.

Block 101 includes analog circuit components. Digital cir-
cuit components external to block 101, e.g., digital filters 140
and 148, are easier to design and implement than the high
precision analog components that are required by traditional
amplification methods.

The principles underlying the two-stage amplifier 100 in
FIG. 1 may be extended to additional stages. FI1G. 2 is ablock
diagram of an n-stage amplifier 200 in accordance with some
embodiments, where n may be any integer greater than one.
The first stage S, of amplifier 200 is similar to the first stage
of amplifier 100. PWM switching module PS-1 may be the
same as switching module 122. Adder 236-1 has a gain of -1
applied to a different input than does adder 112, in effect
reversing the order of the subtraction implemented at that
adder. The reason for this change relative to adder 112 is that
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in amplifier 100 of FIG. 1, combination of the outputs from
the first and second stages is effected by a subtraction at load
170; in contrast, combination of the outputs from respective
stages in amplifier 200 is effected by additive (not subtrac-
tive) units, as described further below.

The error signal 213 is gained up by a factor of k at inter-
stage gain module 230-2 and then passed to the second stage
S,. The second stage S, may be termed a “successor stage”
relative to the first stage S|, and the first stage may be termed
a “predecessor stage” relative to the second stage. The second
stage includes digital filter PTF (z), PWM 240-2, PWM
switching module PS-2, and ADC 250-2 that are similar to
corresponding components in the second stage of amplifier
100. Filter PTF, (z) and similar filters PTF(z) at subsequent
stages may be referred to as pre-loop filters because they
precede a control loop ateach stage as shown in FIG. 2. These
pre-loop filters may be highpass filters. The output of filter
PTF,(z) is combined with the output of a digital loop filter
F,(z) as shown at combination module 234-2, with the result-
ing output processed at loop filter G,(z). The combination
module at each stage S, after the first stage is configured to
compute an addition or subtraction between the inputs to the
combination module; subtraction is shown in the example of
FIG. 2. An input of the PWM generator of each stage S, after
the first stage is based on an output of the respective combi-
nation module. In FIG. 1, the functionality ofa loop filter such
as loop filter G,(z) is effectively merged into filter H_(z). The
output signal y,(z) from the first stage, which may be referred
to as a first stage output signal or a stage output signal of stage
S,, is passed to an inter-stage adder 262-2; the output signal
y5(z) from the second stage, which may be referred to as a
second stage output signal or a stage output signal of stage S,)
is passed to an inter-stage adder 262-3; etc.

Similar components as are provided at the second stage
may be provided at subsequent stages as shown in FIG. 2,
with reference numerals or subscripts that indicate the respec-
tive stage. Analog inter-stage attenuation modules 260-2,
260-3, . . ., 260-» may be provided, each providing attenua-
tion by k (i.e., gain by a factor of 1/k), in which case the carrier
frequency for each of PWM 240-2, . . ., 240-r» may be the
same as the carrier frequency f,. for PWM 110. Thus, inter-
stage attenuation modules, when provided, compensate for
gain provided by inter-stage gain modules. Alternatively,
using a carrier frequency of k*f, for the PWM units at the
second through n” stages eliminates the need for attenuation
modules 260-2, . . ., 260-n.

Block 201 includes analog circuit components. Digital cir-
cuit components in the second through n” stages are easy to
design and implement and are inexpensive. In contrast to
feedback control loop designs of prior amplifiers that have
difficult stability issues, digital loops in various embodiments
of the present disclosure are easily compensated.

The spectral shaping and PWM quantization error attenu-
ation properties of amplifier 200 may be understood as fol-
lows. The output signal y(z) satisfies the following equation:

Y@@Vt - Ay, )R M

The signal y,(z) may be expressed as: y,(z)=H(z)x(z)/
(L+H@)B@)+H(2)q(2)(1-2 Y (1+H(Z)BE)+p,
(@)/(1+H(2)B(2)),

@
where q(z) is quantization error of ADC 102 and p,(z) is
quantization error of PWM 110.
The signal y,(z) may be expressed as:

Y2(2)==kp1(2)*PTF (2)*STF;(2)4p5(2)*PTF,(2), 3
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where PTF,(2)=1/(1+H(z)B(z)), STF,(2)=G,(z)/(1+F,(z)
G,(2)), PTF,(z)=1/(1+F,(2)G,(z)), and p,(z) is quantization
error of PWM 240-2.
The signal y, (z) may be expressed as:

Yu@==k P, (2)*PTE,_((2)*STF,(2)+p,(z)*PTF,(2), Q)

where PTF,_,(z)=1/(1+F,_,(2)G,,_,(z)), STF (2)=G,(z)/
(14F ()G, (2)), PTF, (2)=1/(1+F ()G, ,(2)), p,,_,(2) is quan-
tization error of PWM 240-(z-1), and p,,(z) is quantization
error of PWM 240-n.

Substituting equations (2), (3), and (4) into equation
(1) yields: y(z)=H(z)x(z)/(1+H(2)B(2))+H(z)q(z)
(1-z YV (1+H(2)B(2)4+p,(2)*PTF (2)*PTF (z)/
k! ®

The transfer function PTF,(z) may correspond to a high
pass filter that spectrally shapes the PWM quantization error
p,.(2) in the last term of equation (5). Such spectral shaping
may move that error to a high frequency out of the audio band
ofinterest. Also, as seen in the denominator of the last term of
equation (5), the inter-stage gain (k) or the number of stages
(n) may be increased to suppress the PWM quantization error.

Any number of stages greater than one may be used. With
sufficient stages, PWM quantization noise can be completely
suppressed below the thermal noise floor. The use of n stages
with a scale factor of k results in k"' effective levels at the
output. In effect, the performance of the topology of various
embodiments is equivalent to employing multi-level PWM
conversion.

Various embodiments do not require an external LC (in-
ductor-capacitor) filter, unlike prior amplifiers. An LC filteris
typically used in conventional single-stage amplifiers follow-
ing a switching component to remove unwanted high-fre-
quency components. The multi-stage filtering of embodi-
ments of the present disclosure renders such an LC filter
unnecessary, because there is a reduction in unwanted signal
energy and therefore the amount of filtering needed for signal
reconstruction is reduced. Also, complex analog integrators
of some prior amplifier systems are not needed in various
embodiments of the present disclosure. Elimination of these
components results in die area reduction.

Various embodiments using n-stage filtering with inter-
stage gain of k provide equivalent PWM noise suppression as
a single composite PWM noise stage having k*n levels, while
using fewer PWM unit elements. To achieve a PWM resolu-
tion of M (e.g., M=16) levels, a traditional (single-stage)
amplifier requires M PWM unit elements; in contrast,
embodiments of the present disclosure have only log,(M)
PWM unit elements for the same PWM resolution. The
reduced PWM power stage component count results in
reduced area and reduced power consumption.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a process 300 in accordance
with some embodiments. After process 300 begins, an analog
input signal is amplified (310) in the analog and digital
domains using pulse width modulation (PWM) at a first pro-
cessing stage, to provide a first stage output signal. A quan-
tization error associated with the PWM of the first processing
stage is amplified (320). The amplified quantization error is
processed (330) using PWM at a second processing stage, to
provide a second stage output signal. An output signal is
computed (340) based on the first stage output signal and the
second stage output signal. The output signal is an amplifi-
cation of the analog input signal.

In some embodiments, a pulse width modulation (PWM)
amplifier includes a first amplifier stage, a second amplifier
stage, and a gain module. The first amplifier stage is config-
ured to amplify an analog input signal in the analog and
digital domains using a first pulse width modulation (PWM)
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6

generator, to provide a first stage output for coupling to aload.
The gain module is configured to amplify a quantization error
of the first PWM generator by a predetermined gain. The
second amplifier stage is configured to spectrally shape and
attenuate the amplified quantization error of the first PWM
generator using a second PWM generator, to provide a second
stage output for coupling to the load.

In some embodiments, a pulse width modulation (PWM)
amplifier includes multiple amplifier stages, including a first
stage S, and a last stage S,,, where N is an integer greater than
1. The PWM amplifier also includes an inter-stage gain mod-
ule between each pair of adjacent stages S, and S,, ;. Each
amplifier stage includes a pulse width modulation (PWM)
generator. The first stage is configured to amplify an analog
input signal in the analog and digital domains using the PWM
generator of the first stage. A quantization error of the PWM
generator of each stage S, before the last stage is provided to
a successor stage S,,; succeeding stage S,. Each inter-stage
gain module between a pair of adjacent stages S, and S, , is
configured to amplify the quantization error of the PWM
generator of stage S, by a predetermined gain.

In some embodiments, an analog input signal is amplified
in the analog and digital domains using pulse width modula-
tion (PWM) at a first processing stage, to provide a first stage
output signal. A quantization error associated with the PWM
of'the first processing stage is amplified. The amplified quan-
tization error is processed using PWM at a second processing
stage, to provide a second stage output signal. An output
signal is computed based on the first stage output signal and
the second stage output signal. The output signal is an ampli-
fication of the analog input signal.

Although examples are illustrated and described herein,
embodiments are nevertheless not limited to the details
shown, since various modifications and structural changes
may be made therein by those of ordinary skill within the
scope and range of equivalents of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A device comprising:

afirst amplifier stage configured to amplify an analog input
signal to provide a first output, the first amplifier stage
including a first pulse width modulation (PWM) genera-
tor;

a second amplifier stage having an input based on a signal
from the first amplifier stage, the second amplifier stage
including a second PWM generator, the second ampli-
fier stage providing a second output; and

a signal combination module configured to combine the
first and second outputs to provide an output of the
device.

2. The device of claim 1, further comprising a gain module

configured to amplify a signal from the first amplifier stage.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the signal from the first
amplifier stage is a quantization error of the first PWM gen-
erator.

4. The device of claim 2, wherein the gain module is con-
figured to amplify the signal from the first amplifier stage by
a gain K, and the output of the device has K signal levels.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein K is an integer greater
than 3.

6. A device comprising:

afirst amplifier stage configured to amplify an analog input
signal to provide a first output, the first amplifier stage
including a first digital filter and a first analog amplifier;

a second amplifier stage having an input based on a signal
from the first amplifier stage, the second amplifier stage
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including a second digital filter and a second analog
amplifier, the second amplifier stage providing a second
output; and

a signal combination module configured to generate an

output of the device based on the first and second out-
puts.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein the signal from the first
amplifier stage is a quantization error signal.

8. The device of claim 7, further comprising a gain module
configured to amplify the quantization error signal.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein the gain module is con-
figured to amplify the quantization error signal by a gain K,
and the output of the device has K signal levels.

10. The device of claim 9, wherein K is an integer greater
than 3.

11. The device of claim 6, wherein the first amplifier stage
further includes a first pulse width modulation (PWM) gen-
erator, and the second amplifier stage further includes a sec-
ond PWM generator.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein the first PWM genera-
tor is coupled to an output of the first digital filter, and the first
analog amplifier is coupled to an output of the first PWM
generator.

13. The device of claim 11, wherein the second PWM
generator is based on an output of the second digital filter, and
the second analog amplifier is coupled to an output of the
second PWM generator.

14. A device comprising:

afirst amplifier stage configured to amplify an analog input

signal to provide a first stage output, the first amplifier
stage including a first pulse width modulation (PWM)
generator; and
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a second amplifier stage configured to spectrally shape and
attenuate an amplified quantization error of the first
PWM generator using a second PWM generator, to pro-
vide a second stage output;

wherein an output of the device based on the first and
second stage outputs has K signal levels, K being an
integer greater than three.

15. The device of claim 14, further comprising a load
coupled to the first stage output and second stage output.

16. The device of claim 14, wherein the first amplifier stage
further includes a first digital filter and a first analog amplifier,
and the second amplifier stage further includes a second digi-
tal filter and a second analog amplifier.

17. The device of claim 16, wherein the first PWM genera-
tor is coupled to an output of the first digital filter, and the first
analog amplifier is coupled to an output of the first PWM
generator.

18. The device of claim 16, wherein the second PWM
generator is based on an output of the second digital filter, and
the second analog amplifier is coupled to an output of the
second PWM generator.

19. The device of claim 14, further comprising a gain
module configured to amplity a quantization error of the first
PWM generator to provide the amplified quantization error.

20. The device of claim 19, wherein the gain module is

configured to amplify the quantization error signal by a factor
of K.



